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The controversial Ivanpah Solar Electric Generating System in
California’s Mojave desert is going to close 14 years early despite
$1.6 billion in loan guarantees from the Department of Energy
under President Barack Obama.

The Ivanpah facility works by using mirrors that concentrate sunlight on a central

boiling tower, which then heats water to move turbines. It has been criticized for
incinerating birds and other animals within the reflecting zone.

Ivanpah has become a familiar sight on the road between Los Angeles and Las Vegas,
and in the airspace above, with its blinding light visible for miles.
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The New York Post noted:

In 2011, the US Department of Energy (DOE) under former President Barack Obama
issued $1.6 billion in loan guarantees to finance the Ivanpah Solar Power Facility, a
green energy project that consists of three solar concentrating thermal power plants in
California.

The facility was touted by then-Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz as an “example of how
America is becoming a world leader in solar energy.”


https://nypost.com/2025/02/09/business/california-ivanpah-solar-power-facility-created-by-obama-blasted-as-disaster/

In January, [Pacific Gas & Energy] announced plans to cancel its agreement with Ivanpah
14 years early, determining that “ending the agreements at this time will save customers
money compared to the cost of keeping them through 2039” - ultimately putting
Ivanpah on notice for closure.

Now, it joins Solyndra in the roster of failed Obama-era “green” energy projects.

Joel B. Pollak is Senior Editor-at-Large at Breitbart News and the host of Breitbart News
Sunday on Sirius XM Patriot on Sunday evenings from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. ET (4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
PT). He is the author of The Agenda: What Trump Should Do in His First 100 Days,
available for pre-order on Amazon. He is also the author of The Trumpian Virtues: The
Lessons and Legacy of Donald Trump'’s Presidency, now available on Audible. He is a
winner of the 2018 Robert Novak Journalism Alumni Fellowship. Follow him on Twitter

at @joelpollak.
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Solar panels line the Ivanpah Solar Electric Generating System in San Bernardino County, CNoah Berger / Associated Press
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The controversial Ivanpah Solar Electric Generating System in California’s Mojave desert is going to close 14 years early despite $1.6 billion in loan guarantees from the Department of Energy under President Barack Obama.

The Ivanpah facility works by using mirrors that concentrate sunlight on a central boiling tower, which then heats water to move turbines. It has been criticized for incinerating birds and other animals within the reflecting zone.



Ivanpah has become a familiar sight on the road between Los Angeles and Las Vegas, and in the airspace above, with its blinding light visible for miles.



The New York Post noted:

In 2011, the US Department of Energy (DOE) under former President Barack Obama issued $1.6 billion in loan guarantees to finance the Ivanpah Solar Power Facility, a green energy project that consists of three solar concentrating thermal power plants in California.

The facility was touted by then-Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz as an “example of how America is becoming a world leader in solar energy.”

…

In January, [Pacific Gas & Energy] announced plans to cancel its agreement with Ivanpah 14 years early, determining that “ending the agreements at this time will save customers money compared to the cost of keeping them through 2039” – ultimately putting Ivanpah on notice for closure.

Now, it joins Solyndra in the roster of failed Obama-era “green” energy projects.

Joel B. Pollak is Senior Editor-at-Large at Breitbart News and the host of Breitbart News Sunday on Sirius XM Patriot on Sunday evenings from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. ET (4 p.m. to 7 p.m. PT). He is the author of The Agenda: What Trump Should Do in His First 100 Days, available for pre-order on Amazon. He is also the author of The Trumpian Virtues: The Lessons and Legacy of Donald Trump’s Presidency, now available on Audible. He is a winner of the 2018 Robert Novak Journalism Alumni Fellowship. Follow him on Twitter at @joelpollak.



By subscribing, you agree to our terms of use & privacy policy. You will receive email marketing messages from Breitbart News Network to the email you provide. You may unsubscribe at any time.

		Economy



		Environment



		Politics



		Barack Obama



		solar power



		Solyndra



















COMMENTSPlease let us know if you're having issues with commenting.

1,154

1,154





SOCIAL





















MOST POPULAR		Mitch McConnell Votes with Democrats Against Tulsi Gabbard’s DNI ConfirmationMitch McConnell Votes with Democrats Against Tulsi Gabbard's Confirmation13,236



		Bolton: ‘Trump Has Effectively Surrendered to Putin’Bolton: 'Trump Has Effectively Surrendered to Putin'4,635



		Jeffries: New York Is Being Targeted, Won’t Be ‘Intimidated’ by Suit Over TippingJeffries: New York Won't Be 'Intimidated' by Suit Over Tipping Off Illegals1,004



		Exclusive — Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth: Nuclear Weapons for Ukraine Is Up to President DoExclusive – Pete Hegseth: Nukes for Ukraine Is Up to President Trump6,444



		Exclusive — Charlie Kirk: What Is Democracy?Exclusive -- Charlie Kirk: What Is Democracy?1,676



		MI AG Nessel: Musk’s DOGE Is ‘Illegal, It’s Unconstitutional’MI AG Nessel: Musk's DOGE Is 'Illegal, It's Unconstitutional'840



		Massachusetts Town Votes to Become Sanctuary City for Transgender and ‘Gender-Diverse People&Massachusetts Town Votes to Become Sanctuary City for Trans People6,516



		Poll: Kamala Harris Is Lead Democratic Contender for 2026 California GovernorPoll: Kamala Harris Democratic Frontrunner for 2026 California Governor7,223



		Trump Calls for Department of Education to Be ‘Closed Immediately’Trump Calls for Department of Education 'Closed Immediately'6,931



		‘Maybe AOC Is Going to Be in Trouble Now’: Homan Asks DOJ to Consider if NY Lawmaker IsHoman Asks DOJ to Consider if AOC 'Impediment' to Illegal Alien Crackdown231







FROM THE HOMEPAGE		JD Vance: Everything We Do Should be to Defend Democracy, But Europe is Abandoning Shared ValuesJD Vance: Everything We Do Should be to Defend Democracy, But Europe is Abandoning Shared Values1,033



		WSJ Mischaracterizes Vance Comments on Russia Ahead of Munich Security ConferenceWSJ Mischaracterizes Vance Comments on Russia Ahead of Munich Security Conference280



		Pope Francis Is Hospitalized for Bronchitis, Audiences CanceledPope Francis Is Hospitalized for Bronchitis, Audiences Canceled164



		Exclusive — Charlie Kirk: What Is Democracy?Exclusive — Charlie Kirk: What Is Democracy?1,676



		Exclusive — Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth: Woke Generals ‘Will Have a Different Job in DueExclusive — Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth: Woke Generals ‘Will Have a Different Job in Due Time’662



		Prosecutors Cite ‘Islamist Motivation’ After Driver Ploughs Car into Munich CrowdProsecutors Cite ‘Islamist Motivation’ After Driver Ploughs Car into Munich Crowd394



		‘Maybe AOC Is Going to Be in Trouble Now’: Homan Asks DOJ to Consider if NY Lawmaker Is‘Maybe AOC Is Going to Be in Trouble Now’: Homan Asks DOJ to Consider if NY Lawmaker Is ‘Impediment’ to Illegal Alien Crackdown231



		Bass: Ghana Trip ‘Absolutely’ a MistakeBass: Ghana Trip ‘Absolutely’ a Mistake298



		American Hostage Freed from Gaza Thanks Trump: ‘You Are the Reason I Am Home’American Hostage Freed from Gaza Thanks Trump: ‘You Are the Reason I Am Home’57



		Bessent: We’ll Put Our Tariffs to Zero with a Country That Does LikewiseBessent: We’ll Put Our Tariffs to Zero with a Country That Does Likewise24



		Bessent: Any Price Increase from Tariffs Would Be ‘Slight,’ ‘Transitory,’ MBessent: Any Price Increase from Tariffs Would Be ‘Slight,’ ‘Transitory,’ May Not Happen and Inflation Will Fall Overall28



		Ukraine and Russia Exchange Claims on Chernobyl Sarcophagus Drone StrikeUkraine and Russia Exchange Claims on Chernobyl Sarcophagus Drone Strike368





 

 





























































AR
b
























Wh\w P
u, = :
s

7
o




Obama-Era Ivanpah Solar
Plant, ‘World’s Largest
Barbecue,’ to Close After

ns in Loan Guarantees
- I





